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October Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Thursday 1st  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at East Hanningfield 
Sunday 4th  Trinity 16 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 6th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 8th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at Little Baddow 
Sunday 11th  Trinity 17 
 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 13th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 15th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 
Sunday 18th  St Luke's Day 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 3:00 pm Messy Church 
Tuesday 20th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 22nd  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 
Sunday 25th  Bible Sunday 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 27th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 28th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 29th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at South Woodham Ferrers  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors  

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

The Way I See It 
Why we worry so much 

If someone asked you whether 

you thought more children were 

murdered last year than twenty 

years ago, what would you 

answer? Or if the question was, 

are more people killed on the 

roads now than fifty years ago? 

Or, are people over seventy 

more likely to be mugged, 

robbed or attacked than people 

in their middle age? 

In each case the answer is ‘No’, 

though apparently if you read the 

Daily Mail, the Sun, the Mirror or 

the Telegraph you are more likely 

to answer ‘Yes’.  Believe it or not, 

children are safer now, roads are 

less dangerous than in the 

nineteen-thirties, and older 

people are less likely to be 

attacked than any other age 

group in society. Despite that, we 

go on worrying! 

It’s as though human beings are 

hard-wired to worry. No matter 

that we live in the longest lived, 

This Bible 
Sunday, 
celebrate the joy 
of encountering 
Jesus through 
the Scriptures 
and sharing that. 
9 out of 10 adults 
have no regular 
engagement with 
the Bible. 
45% of children 
never read or 
hear Bible 
stories. 
The value of the 
Bible ls in its use. 
We must use it or 
lose it. 
Let’s keep the 
message of the 
Bible alive for 
future  

generations. 
Let’s pass it on. 

Mrs Janice 
Phillips  from the 

Bible Society is 
coming on 

Sunday 25th 
October who will 

preach at the 
10 am Sung 

Eucharist. 
After the service  
hear more about 
the Bible Society 
and a chance to 

see a DVD about 
Bible 

translations. 
Please come and 
hear Mrs Phillips 

over a light 
lunch. 

25
th

 October 
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healthiest, most secure and, in 

general terms, most prosperous 

society that the world has ever 

known; it doesn’t feel like it. The 

doctors’ surgeries are full of 

people they dub the ‘worried 

well’ - those who’ve read a 

magazine article or seen 

something on the internet and 

are sure that they’re ill. I’m as 

guilty of it as everyone else. 

Anxiety seems to be part of the 

human condition. 

This may be why Jesus 

constantly told his followers not 

to worry: ’fear not’, ‘don’t be 

anxious’, ‘peace be with you’. In 

the Sermon on the Mount he 

listed some of the things his 

audience would be worried 

about: food, clothes, health, 

appearance or what might 

happen ‘tomorrow‘. The list 

sounds familiar, doesn’t it? 

Don’t be anxious about them, he 

advised. ‘After all’, he said, ’you 

can’t add a single hour to your 

span of life by worrying about it’. 

He might have added that you 

could, of course, take a few 

hours off it that way. 

He didn’t say that we had no 

need of food or clothes or health 

- ‘your heavenly Father knows 

you need them’ - but that the 

happy life is the one that has its 

priorities right. ‘Strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as 

well.’ 

The answer to fear is faith - we 

all know that, in theory. But the 

faith needed is not the assenting 

to this or that proposition - ticking 

boxes on the Creed. It’s trust in 

the ‘heavenly Father’ Jesus 

spoke of. It’s the inner conviction 

that the One who made us loves 

us, and is with us on our life-long 

journey through this rather scary 

existence. ‘Fear not’, he says, ‘I 

am with you.’  Terry 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 

Ladies Breakfast 
Saturday 17

th
 October 

Our speaker is Rev Kate Moore,  
Associate Priest at  

Chelmsford Cathedral 

Held at 8:30 am at  
Butts Green Garden Centre 

Please book your place a 
week in advance either  
on the list in Church or  
by contacting Janet on  

01245 472997  
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Sandon Village Hall 
Committee of Management 

Woodhill Road. Sandon, 

Chelmsford, CM2 7SQ 
Charity No 301389 

Due to unforeseen 

circumstances  
we URGENTLY require a 

TREASURER 
to look after our finances, 

banking and present end of 

year accounts that are audited 

for presentation at the AGM 

each year. 

This is a voluntary position but 

normal expenses will be paid. 
For more details, contact Julie 

01245 475976 or Evelyn 01245 

222682. 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Do contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Friends of Sandon 
Church 

This first AGM of Sandon Church 
Friends will be held on 

Sunday 18th October at 12 noon 
Come and find out what the 

Friends have been doing in their 
first year and what their aims are 

for the future. 
Are you a friend of Sandon 

Church?  
If not, pick up an application form 

at the back of the church.  

Family Party at  
Village Hall  

Saturday 24
th

 October 
3 pm – 5 pm 

We have booked an entertainer 

who will not only get children 

involved but parents as well. If 

you have never spun a plate on 

a stick, then this the party for 

you. There is no cost for this 

party but donations are 

welcome. To help with the 

organisation of the party please 

email Terry 

tgabrown@hotmail.com and let 

him know how many of you are 

coming. 
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What is Messy Church? 
Messy church is a church for children and 

adults to enjoy together. It's primarily for 

people who don't belong to another form of 

church already or who struggle with 

'conventional' church. It's all age but we ask 

that children are accompanied by an adult. 

It's great fun with lots to do together usually round a central theme. Its 

values are those of hospitality, creativity and celebration. 

Does it cost to come to Messy Church? 
No, Messy Church is free though we rely on donations from anyone who 

wants to help with running costs but there is no obligation to give. 

What do we do in Messy Church? 
On arrival you will be welcomed by Pat at the reception and there are 

usually 5 or so different crafts or activities to get involved in. You can 

move from one table to the next or just stay with one you particularly 

enjoy. They all relate to the theme for the day. We find that mums, dads, 

grand-parents and carers also love to get involved.  
After about an hour we have a short worship time together when we 

sing, tell Bible or related stories, and pray together. We then have a 

meal together which our catering team prepare for us.  
There is always a central theme that we follow and it enables us to 

explore the Christian faith together through fun, celebration and 

creativity. Altogether Messy Church lasts about 2 hours and at special 

times of the year we may do something quite different. 

When does Messy Church meet?  
Sundays 3 pm – 5 pm in Church 
18th October, 15th November, 13th December Christingle Service at 4 pm 

What do I have to do to join? 
Please ring Terry on 698988 or email 

tgabrown@hotmail.com and book your place 

as this helps us know how much equipment 

we need as well as for catering purposes. 
We look forward to seeing you at Messy 

Church.  
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Sunday Trading 

View from Malcolm Brown, 

Church of England 

Churches are open for worship 

seven days a week – why should 

we deny similar access to those 

whose religion is shopping? 

The Church of England opposes 

further deregulation of Sunday 

shopping hours, not out of self-
interest but because the church 

seeks the common good of all. 

We believe that further 

deregulation makes bad 

economic sense and bad social 

sense. That is because it will 

entrench the power of giant retail 

chains over the small retailers, 

ultimately diminishing consumer 

choice, and because the effect of 

more people working on 

Sundays will be deeply 

damaging to the voluntary, 

associational, lives of our 

communities which are what 

enable us to be fully human. The 

common good is eroded when 

too much power is concentrated 

in too few hands and when 

people are unable to pursue 

activities which may have no 

economic significance but 

require the company, friendship 

and support of one another. 

The current proposals devolve 

decisions about Sunday to local 

authorities – but many retail 

chains command much greater 

budgets and legal fire-power 

than any local authority. Does 

anyone doubt that, once one 

authority deregulates Sunday 

trading hours, others will fall like 

dominoes? Localism is good – 

but it depends on a balance of 

power which doesn’t exist in 

retail today. 
Most voluntary activity – clubs 

and societies, amateur sport, 

good neighbourliness, yes and 

church life – requires is at least 

one day of the week when, by 

and large, most people can 

expect their friends to be free to 

do things together. Family life 

can’t flourish if there is never a 

day when people can visit 

parents, aunts or cousins. It is 

not just shop-workers who will be 

taken out of the social mix if 

Sunday trading hours are 

extended – many others have to 

work to support Sunday Trading. 

The impact on our lives outside 

work – our lives as citizens, 

volunteers and even as friends -- 
will be irreversibly damaged. 
That is why the Church of 

England opposes further 

extension of Sunday trading 

hours. For all our sakes – Keep 

Sundays Special. 
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It was thought that ‘The Big 

Bang’ that initiated the Universe 

some 14 billion years ago, which 

has generated galaxies, stars 

and planets, would have slowed 

down after the first stages of 

expansion. Any expansion was 

considered to be ultimately 

limited by the effects of force 

fields as defined by Newton’s 

laws of gravity, ie the 

gravitational attraction which 

exists between galaxies, stars, 

and planets etc. 

Some years ago Edwin Hubble 

looked at super nova star 

systems within galaxies and 

measured their ‘visible red shift’ 

towards longer wavelengths 

using a big reflecting telescope 

on Mount Wilson Observatory 

near Los Angeles. He found that 

the more distant galaxies were in 

fact moving away from the 

viewer at a faster rate than the 

nearer galaxies, i.e. the Universe 

is in fact expanding.  

As further techniques were found 

for measuring the distances to 

far away object evidence 

emerged that the rate of 

expansion is increasing! 

This means that in say a few 

billion years any earthling 

looking up at the night sky could 

see no stars at all. They would 

be alone in space separated by 

colossal distances from any near 

neighbour! Very spooky! 

However another curious thing is 

that when we look out at space 

now at all that is ‘visible’ using 

our best telescopes we can only 

see about 5% (1/20th) of the total 

mass of things in the Universe. 

There is apparently a missing 

95% which is totally non-visible 

to us! Scientists believe the 

remaining mass out there is 

composed of Dark Matter (27%) 

and Dark Energy (68%). So Dark 

Matter is a hypothetical kind of 

substance which is invisible to us 

but accounts for most of the 

matter in the Universe. The 

theory associated with this 

increasing expansion rate 

includes information about how 

much Dark Matter and Dark 

Energy there is in the Universe. 

A lady named Vera Rubin in the 

1960’s produced the first real 

and robust evidence of Dark 

Matter by looking at the rate at 

which stars in far off galaxies 

rotate. Since then many other 

observations have indicated the 

presence of Dark Matter using 

so- called gravitational lensing of 

The Infinite Universe and Dark Matter? 
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background objects by galaxy 

clusters. It is now thought that 

Dark Matter is composed of a 

type of sub atomic particle and 

the search for it is one of the 

major efforts in particle physics 

today. 

One such experiment is at the 

LHC (Large Hadron Collider) in 

CERN Switzerland which 

recently confirmed the existence 

of the Higgs Boson and now 

hopes to find the existence of a 

Dark Matter particle - possibly a 

WIMP (Weakly Interacting 

Massive Particle)! Where do they 

dream up these names you 

might say! There is also 

evidence that WIMPs in our 

galaxy, the Milky Way, pass 

through our bodies at the rate of 

possibly billions per second 

every square inch. Luckily they 

do not interact with flesh and 

bones; in fact they seem to 

interact with almost nothing at 

all! 

Lastly Dark Matter is not spread 

out evenly throughout the 

Universe and can be very 

clumpy; there has even been 

one galaxy (detected indirectly) 

which is 100% Dark Matter and 

so totally invisible to the human 

eye, which I find curious! 
David Farrar 

Christmas Fayre 

The Christmas Fayre this year 

is on Saturday 21st November 

12-3pm 

We were due to have a Frozen 

theme but unfortunately the 

Frozen princesses are 

unavailable (I think they are 

stranded in a blizzard!). 

Offers of help either on the day 

or by contributing items would 

be much appreciated. We 

need:- 
Cakes, Bottles, Toys, Small 

Gifts For Father Christmas, 

Raffle Prizes, Items for Bric-A-
Brac, Jam Jars filled with 

Sweets or Small Items 

If anyone would like to offer 

help with running a stall or help 

in the kitchen or maybe helping 

to set up or pack away on the 

day please speak to  
Liz Bobeldijk, 471756, or  
Alison Read, 474858. 
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Please Pray 

These are extracts from the 

prayer requests Church Mission 

Society (CMS) circulate each 

week. 

Syrian Christians abducted  

From Middle East Concern: On 7 

August we (ie CMS) requested 

prayer following the abduction by 

Daesh (so-called “Islamic State” 

or ISIS) militants on 5th August of 

more than 200 civilians from the 

town of al-Qaryatain in Homs 

governorate, including at least 

60 Christians. 

According to reports issued on 

20th August, Daesh militants 

proceeded to demolish the 

Syrian Catholic monastery of 

Saint Elian in al-Qaryatain, built 

on the site of the 1,500-year-old 

tomb of Saint Elian. Reports also 

claim that Daesh has moved 

more than 100 abductees to its 

heartland in Raqqa province, 

including Christians who have 

been forced either to convert to 

Islam or be subjugated under the 

‘jizya’ tax. It remains unclear 

whether those moved to Raqqa 

include the priest Father 

Jacques Mourad and deacon 

Boutros Hanna, who were 

abducted in al-Qaryatain on 21 

May. 

In a separate development 22 

elderly Assyrian Christians (14 

women and 8 men) were 

released by Daesh on 11th 

August. These Christians were 

among the group of more than 

230 Christians abducted from 

villages in al-Hassaka 

governorate on 23rd February. 

More than 180 of these 

abductees are understood to 

remain in captivity. Ransom 

demands have previously been 

made for the release of these 

abductees, though church 

sources deny that payments 

were made to Daesh for the 22 

recently released. 

Elsewhere, Father Antoine 

Boutros, a Greek Catholic priest 

of Saint Philip’s church in 

Shahba in Suweida governorate, 

was released on 15th August 

following a month of captivity 

and after intervention by local 

dignitaries. Father Antoine and 

his driver Said al-Abdoun were 

abducted on 12th July as they 

travelled to a nearby village to 

celebrate mass. It is not yet 

confirmed whether Said has also 

been released. Nor is it known 

which group was responsible for 

their abduction. 

Please pray for strength for the 

abductees and compassion on 

the part of their captors. 
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Forgiveness in Israel/Palestine  

A young German volunteer with 

Musalaha reconciliation ministry 

(led by CMS trustee Salim 

Munayer), reported from a recent 

visit to a Palestinian farmer: “I 

was deeply moved by George’s 

story of how Israeli settlers once 

came onto his property with iron 

bars, smashing apricot trees that 

he planted and raised, thus 

destroying his harvest. I was 

amazed that he shared how, 

through the Holy Spirit, he 

learned to love his enemies, and 

he no longer sees the Jewish 

people as enemies, but brothers 

and sisters in need of the Lord. 

Once, a settler who was 

vandalising his property drove 

down into a muddy area and got 

stuck with his jeep. He felt the 

Holy Spirit calling him to help this 

man, so he went and assisted 

him out of the mud.” Pray for 

George and all those like him, 

and for more people to hear the 

call of the Holy Spirit in that land. 
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Terry’s Travels  

In October, Terry is travelling to 

Kenya as part of a visit 

organised by the Chelmsford 

diocese to its linked parishes 

there. Sandon’s main link is with 

Marsabit, and I thought I’d try to 

find out a bit more about it. 

Marsabit is a town of about 5000 

people about 350 miles north of 

Nairobi on the road to Ethiopia. 

Wikipedia describes it as “an 

outpost of urban civilization in 

the vast desert of northern 

Kenya”. The road journey from 

Nairobi takes 2 days but it does 

have a small but infrequently 

used airstrip, near where Mission 

Aviation Fellowship has a base. 

They are now marking their 70th 

anniversary having been formed 

from Christian pilots being de-
mobbed after the war. 

Although there is a nature 

reserve nearby, this is not a town 

on the tourist route. It is a market 

and trading town which is also 

the administrative centre of 

Marsabit County, which has a 

population of around 300,000. 

In terms of religion, Marsabit is a 

multi-faith community with 

Christianity, Islam as well as 

traditional indigenous religions. I 

also found that there is church in 

Kalacha, about 70 miles NW of 

Marsabit which has stunning wall 

paintings but I suspect Terry will 

not have time for the 6 hour 

round trip! 

We are in the process of 

preparing a short video about 

Sandon for Terry to take to show 

folk in Marsabit. Terry will bring 

us more news from Kenya when 

he comes back and we hope to 

keep people in touch with the 

community there in future 

magazines. 

The diocese of Marsabit is now 4 

years old and the anniversary 

was marked by an ordination 

conducted in 5 languages. In 

some parts of the diocese tribal 

tensions have resulted in 

insecurity so some villages can 

be deserted for a while. The 

evangelist that Sandon have 

been supporting, James, works 

in the Chalbi desert and Bishop 

Rob Martin writes, “We are also 

building at Funankumbi and 

about to start in Elebor, both in 

the remote Chalbi desert. 

Funankumbi had a church but it 

was destroyed in the clashes of 

2005. 

He continues, “Now we have 

funds from one of our 

Chelmsford link churches and 

Continued on page 15 
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sufficient security to rebuild. 

When it is complete it will be an 

emotional day of consecration, 

as people remember the past 

horrors and give thanks for the 

future possibilities.” 
Adding, “Many other tree 

churches await their turn for 

funding for a permanent roof 

over their heads! But slowly they 

are coming and we praise the 

Lord for his goodness, and thank 

all our generous supporters.” 
Mark Champness  
and Richard Cecil 

St Andrew's, Sandon 

www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 

the month preceding publication. 

Register Entries 
We welcome into God’s family at 

their baptisms 
Leyton Brown 
Kerry Brown Sunday 16th August 
Oliver Hewitt 
Ruby Hewitt Sunday 6th September 

We welcome to Holy Matrimony 
Charles and Toni Horne 
 Saturday 12th September 

Lighting of the 
Christmas Tree 

Saturday 5th December 2015 

St. Andrew’s Church, Sandon 
5 pm – 7 pm 

The tree, decorated by  
Sandon WI,  

will be lit up at 5:30 pm by  
the Mayor of Chelmsford 

Carols 
Refreshments 

&  
meet Father Christmas 
Funds raised will go to 

repairing the church roof  

Continued from page 14 
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Aussie Humour 

Bless the Australians and their 

sense of humour. 
These were posted on an 

Australian tourism website, and 

the answers are the actual 

responses by the website 

officials, who obviously have a 

great sense of humour (not to 

mention a low tolerance 

threshold for fools!) 

Q Does it ever get windy in 

Australia? I have never seen 

it rain on TV, how do the 

plants grow? (UK).  
A We import all plants fully 

grown, and then just sit 

around watching them die. 

Q Will I be able to see 

kangaroos in the street? 

(USA) 
A Depends how much you've 

been drinking. 

Q I want to walk from Perth to 

Sydney - can I follow the 

railroad tracks? (Sweden) 
A Sure, it's only three thousand 

miles. Take lots of water. 

Q Are there any ATM's (cash 

machines) in Australia? Can 

you send me a list of them in 

Brisbane , Cairns , Townsville 

and Hervey Bay? (UK) 

A What did your last slave die 

of? 

Q Can you give me some 

information about hippo 

racing in Australia? (USA) 
A Af-RI-ca is the big triangle 

shaped continent south of 

Europe . 
Aust-Ra-lia is that big island 

in the middle of the Pacific 

which does not ... 
Oh, forget it. Sure, the hippo 

racing is every Tuesday night 

in Kings Cross. Come naked. 

Q Which direction is North in 

Australia? (USA) 
A Face south, and then turn 180 

degrees. Contact us when 

you get here and we'll send 

the rest of the directions. 

Q Can I bring cutlery in to 

Australia? (UK) 
A Why? Just use your fingers 

like we do. 

Q Can you send me the Vienna 

Boys' Choir schedule? (USA) 
A Aus-tri-a is that quaint little 

country bordering Ger-man-y, 
which is ...  
Oh, forget it. Sure, the Vienna 

Boys Choir plays every 

Tuesday night in Kings Cross, 

straight after the hippo races. 

Come naked. 
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Q Can I wear high heels in 

Australia? (UK) 
A You are a British politician, 

right? 

Q Are there supermarkets in 

Sydney and is milk available 

all year round? (Germany) 
A No, we are a peaceful 

civilisation of vegan hunter 

gatherers. Milk is illegal. 

Q Please send a list of all 

doctors in Australia who can 

dispense rattlesnake serum. 

(USA) 
A Rattlesnakes live in A-mer-

ica, which is where YOU 

come from. All Australian 

snakes are perfectly 

harmless, can be safely 

handled, and make good 

pets. 

Q I have a question about a 

famous animal in Australia, 

but I forget its name. It's a 

kind of bear and lives in trees. 

(USA) 
A It's called a Drop Bear. They 

are so called because they 

drop out of gum trees and eat 

the brains of anyone walking 

underneath them. You can 

scare them off by spraying 

yourself with human urine 

before you go out walking  

Q I have developed a new 

product that is the fountain of 

youth. Can you tell me where 

I can sell it in Australia? 
A Anywhere significant numbers 

of Americans gather. 

Q Do you celebrate Christmas in 

Australia? (France)  
A Only at Christmas. 

Q Will I be able to speak English 

most places I go? (USA)  
A Yes, but you'll have to learn it 

first. 
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Internet Start Up 
In ancient Israel, it came to pass 

that a trader by the name of 

Abraham Com did take unto him-

self a healthy young wife by the 

name of Dorothy. 
Dot Com was a comely woman, 

large of breast, broad of shoul-

der and long of leg. 
Indeed, she was often called 

Amazon Dot Com. 
And she said unto Abraham, her 

husband, "Why dost thou travel 

so far from town to town with thy 

goods when thou canst trade 

without ever leaving thy tent?" 
Abraham did look at her as 

though she were several saddle 

bags short of a camel load, but 

simply said, "How, dear?" 
Dot replied, "I will place drums in 

all the towns and drums in be-

tween to send messages saying 

what you have for sale, and they 

will reply telling you who hath the 

best price. The sale can be 

made on the drums and delivery 

made by Uriah's Pony Stable 

(UPS)." 
Abraham thought long and de-

cided he would let Dot have her 

way with the drums. 
The drums rang out and were an 

immediate success. Abraham 

sold all the goods he had at the 

top price, without ever having to 

move from his tent. 
To prevent neighbouring coun-

tries from overhearing what the 

drums were saying, Dot devised 

a system that only she and the 

drummers knew. It was known 

as Must Send Drum Over Sound 

(MSDOS), and she also devel-

oped a language to transmit ide-

as and pictures - Hebrew To The 

People (HTTP). 
And the young men did take to 

Dot Com's trading as doth the 

greedy horsefly take to camel 

dung. 
They were called Nomadic Ec-

clesiastical Rich Dominican Syb-

arites, or NERDS. 
And lo, the land was so feverish 

with joy at the new riches and 

the deafening sound of drums 

that no one noticed that the real 

riches were going to that enter-

prising drum dealer, Brother Wil-

liam of Gates, who bought off 

every drum maker in the land. 

Indeed he did insist on drums to 

be made that would work only 

with Brother Gates' drumheads 

and drumsticks. 
And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, 

what we have started is being 

taken over by others." 
And Abraham looked out over 

the Bay of Ezekiel, or eBay as it 

came to be known. 
He said, "We need a name that 

reflects what we are." 
And Dot replied, "Young Ambi-

tious Hebrew Owner Operators." 

"YAHOO," said Abraham. And 
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because it was Dot's idea, they 

named it YAHOO Dot Com. 
Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being 

the young Gregarious Energetic 

Educated Kid (GEEK) that he 

was, soon started using Dot's 

drums to locate things around 

the countryside. 
It soon became known as God's 

Own Official Guide to Locating 

Everything (GOOGLE). 
That is how it all began. And 

that's the truth! Believe me … 
submitted by David Farrar 

 

Time is like a river.  

You cannot touch the water 

twice, because the flow that has 

passed will never pass again. 

Enjoy every moment of life. 

As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. 

Recently I was asked by a funer-

al director to play at a graveside 

service for a homeless man. He 

had no family or friends, so the 

service was to be at a pauper's 

cemetery in the South West of 

Western Australia 

As I was not familiar with the 

backwoods of the South West, I 

got lost and, being a typical man, 

I didn't stop for directions. I final-

ly arrived an hour late and saw 

the funeral guy had evidently 

gone and the hearse was no-

where in sight. There were only 

the diggers and crew left and 

they were eating lunch. I felt 

badly and apologised to the men 

for being late. 

I went to the side of the grave 

and looked down and the vault 

lid was already in place. I didn't 

know what else to do, so I start-

ed to play. 

The workers put down their 

lunches and began to gather 

around. I played out my heart 

and soul for this man with no 

family and friends. I played like 

I've never played before for this 

homeless man. 

And as I played ‘Amazing 

Grace’, the workers began to 

weep. They wept, I wept, we all 

wept together. When I finished, I 

packed up my bagpipes and 

started for my car. Though my 

head was hung low, my heart 

was full. 

As I opened the door to my car, I 

heard one of the workers say, "I 

never seen anything like that be-

fore, and I've been putting in 

septic tanks for twenty years." 

Apparently, I'm still lost....it's a 

man thing. 
submitted by David Farrar 
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WI Meetings 
In August Sandon WI had their 

summer meeting at Perrywoods 

garden centre. What a good de-

cision, as whist we were tucking 

into scones and cream the heav-

ens opened. It stopped later and 

we had enough time to wander 

around and spend some money. 
Two members of Sandon en-

joyed a County WI holiday in 

Harrogate to visit the WI cen-

tenary exhibition, as well as oth-

er places of interest in Yorkshire. 
Final arrangements for Mildmay 

group meeting Posh Tea were 

made and everyone is dusting 

down their posh frocks for the 

occasion. The coach is booked 

for the shopping trip to Canter-

bury in November and a team 

has been formed to go to Bore-

ham’s WI quiz evening on 13th 

October. 
Our speaker for the September 

meeting was Rebecca Perry 

from Colchester Zoo.  Most of us 

had visited the zoo with children 

and grandchildren, but Rebecca 

told us not only the history of the 

zoo but also about all the con-

servation of endangered species 

and the help that zoos all over 

the world give to each other with 

this. Rebecca was a really good 

speaker with a great knowledge 

and enthusiasm about her work. 
The beautiful flower arrangement 

on the top table was taken to 

Helen Bridge, with our best wish-

es, as she is unwell. Our Keep 

Fit, Craft and Chat and Patch-

work groups will meet this month 

as usual. If you are interested in 

these activities or the monthly 

meeting, do come along and you 

will be most welcome. 
Our speaker on October 8th is Bill 

Pirie and his subject is My Life 

as a Bobby. There will be a quiz 

on famous policemen, so time to 

get out the history books. 
Dorothy Gray 
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Off to University 

Lisa Murphy from Student 

Christian Movement writes about 

new students going to university. 

As another academic year 

approaches, we’d really 

appreciate your help in getting 

the word out about the Student 

Christian Movement (SCM) to 

the thousands of students who 

will be going to university this 

autumn. SCM is an amazing 

student-led community inspiring 

students to engage with faith, 

justice and theology, and get the 

most out of their time at 

university. SCM is made up of a 

network of groups, individual 

members and link churches 

across Britain.  

Please encourage students and 

young people you know to get 

involved with SCM by sharing 

the information below in your 

newsletters (email or otherwise) 

and on social media. 

SCM is also building a network 

of link churches to make it easier 

for students to find the right local 

church whilst at university. It is 

completely free to sign up, and 

each church will get a profile on 

our website 

(www.movement.org.uk). 

Service of  
Remembrance for 

Loved Ones 
Sunday 1st November 3 pm 

Our Annual Service to 

remember our loved ones who 

have died. During this service 

loved ones’ names are read out 

and candles are lit in their 

memory. The service will last 

for an hour and it will be simple, 

quiet and peaceful. Please tell 

other members of your family, 

your friends and neighbours 

and invite them all to come 

along. There will be a cup of 

tea and cake following the 

service for those who wish to 

stay. If you plan to attend and 

would like any names read out, 

please either write the names in 

the special folder at the back of 

the church or contact me with 

names by email on 

tgabrown@hotmail.com before 

Sunday 25th October. 
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Great Truths 
Couldn't resist passing these 

great timeless 'truths'! David Far-

rar 

In my many years I have come 

to a conclusion that one useless 

man is a shame, two is a law 

firm and three or more is a gov-

ernment. John Adams 
If you don't read the newspaper 

you are uninformed; if you do 

read the newspaper you are mis-

informed. Mark Twain 
I contend that for a nation to try 

to tax itself into prosperity is like 

a man standing in a bucket and 

trying to lift himself up by the 

handle. Winston Churchill 
A government which robs Peter 

to pay Paul can always depend 

on the support of Paul. 
 George Bernard Shaw 
Foreign aid might be defined as 

a transfer of money from poor 

people in rich countries to rich 

people in poor countries. 
Douglas Casey, Classmate of Bill 

Clinton at Georgetown University 
Giving money and power to gov-

ernment is like giving whisky and 

car keys to teenage boys. 
 P.J. O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian 
Government is the great fiction, 

through which everybody en-

deavours to live at the expense 

of everybody else. 
 Frederic Bastiat, French econo-

mist (1801-1850) 

I don't make jokes. I just watch 

the government and report the 

facts. Will Rogers 
In general, the art of government 

consists of taking as much mon-

ey as possible from one party of 

the citizens to give to the other. 
 Voltaire (1764) 
Just because you do not take an 

interest in politics doesn't mean 

politics won't take an interest in 

you! Pericles (430 BC) 
No man's life, liberty, or property 

is safe while the legislature is in 

session. Mark Twain (1866) 
Talk is cheap...except when gov-

ernment does it. Anonymous 
The government is like a baby's 

alimentary canal, with a happy 

appetite at one end and no re-

sponsibility at the other. 
 Ronald Reagan 
The only difference between a 

tax man and a taxidermist is that 

the taxidermist leaves the skin. 
 Mark Twain 
What this country needs are 

more unemployed politicians. 
 Edward Langley, Artist (1928-
1995) 

A government big enough to give 

you everything you want, is 

strong enough to take everything 

you have. Thomas Jefferson 

We hang the petty thieves and 

appoint the great ones to public 

office.. Aesop 
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Our Page Answers:  
1. Apollonia  
2. Aspren (honestly!)  
3. Both Blaise and Godelina 
4. Gangulphus  
5. all of them 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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The Sandon Defences 
Few of us give much thought to 

the role played by Sandon in the 

Second World War, 

remembering instead the high 

profile names of airfields, army 

camps and ports. 

In 1940 when the threat of 

invasion seemed real, a number 

of defensive lines were drawn up 

in the south and east of England. 

One of these ran north from 

Canvey Island and through 

Sandon. A trench some 6 metres 

(20ft) wide and 3 metres (10ft) 

deep was dug from the clay pits 

on Woodhill Road to Grace’s 

Cross Farm, Grace’s Cross, 

Hammonds Road and beyond. I 

have spoken to one or two local 

residents who, when children, 

remember seeing the large 

concrete blocks set where the 

trench met roads. (I had hoped 

to see some remnant on Google 

Earth but it’s not to be. Ed.) 
Presumably the trench was 

intended to slow the invasion 

advance and allow attacks to be 

mounted from the concrete 

pillboxes, massive structures 

that can still be seen in fields in 

the parish and beyond. One 

exists in the garden of a house in 

Woodhill Road – pictured here – 

where it seems to have become 

a useful feature. 

The term pillbox is generally 

used for these buildings, 

presumably because of their 

shape. They have a sinister 

presence but are strangely not 

unattractive reminders of the 

dark days of a bygone age. 

Michael Puffett 
Photos by Alison Read 
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Dear Thomas, 

This is the kernel of a note I, 

Richard Cecil, wrote to Thomas 

Kinuthia, a Kenyan friend who 

was recovering from exhaustion 

and infection having returned to 

Nairobi from Sierra Leone. 

I am sure you are doing as you 

are told and taking your rest 

seriously. It is not a sin! And your 

medicine. 
And what good news to hear that 

you are on the mend and can be 

with your family. Perhaps 

Millicent feels that her prayers 

have been answered! 

And mine have too! Praise God. 
But as you are resting, rest. It is 

not necessarily the right thing to 

be thinking of the next thing. 

Think of now. Now I don't know 

what it is like where you are but 

smell the smells, listen to the 

sounds of people, of birds, of 

wind, of rain. Where is God in 

these? 

As I have been struggling to walk 

and move around (which I am 

doing much better now - praise 

Him) I have noticed folk leaping 

and kicking their legs at the 

same time. And thinking how 

wondrously our hips and legs are 

connected together. And what 

other systems are in the same 

area. Our blood is cleansed, our 

food is processed, blood and 

nervous signals are carried to 

and from the legs. In that area 

we have the equipment to 

reproduce. And as I look at the 

squirrel and birds in the garden I 

marvel that God has taken the 

same basic design and adapted 

it in such a variety of ways. Truly 

we have an amazing God. And 

as you watch the relationships 

between different people and 

see the variety of ways of loving 

or coping or not coping or not 

loving it is marvellous to realise 

that God has made all this 

variety to be possible. And in 

what other ways is there 

variation - in the colours of the 

sky and earth. Need I go on? 

So in your rest there is service. 

Have you thought about St Paul. 

How long did it take him from 

him arriving in Jerusalem the last 

time until he was on his way to 

Rome? And what did he do with 

that time? I am sure he was an 

influence on the guards and 

others around him. And I expect 

he wrote letters galore. I am sure 

that not all he wrote is preserved 

for us. 

But I do agree that he had a 

longer term plan. 
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Plot to Pot 
‘Gardeners are good at 

nurturing, and they have a great 

quality of patience, they’re 

tender. They have to be 

persistent.’ Ralph Fiennes 

Following on from a season of 

growing cut flowers, the focus for 

the coming year is foliage plants 

suitable for flower arranging. 

Pittosporum are evergreen 

shrubs. They are native to 

Australia, South Africa and 

Southern and Eastern Asia. They 

are grown for their glossy leaves 

which are positioned alternately 

along the stem. They are just 

frost hardy surviving for short 

spells at temperatures below 0°

C (32°F) so should be planted in 

a sheltered position. They prefer 

a fertile, moist but well drained 

soil in full sun. Prune 

Pittosporum by cutting back 

damaged and unwanted 

branches in spring. 

There are several Pittosporum 

species and varieties that are 

useful to the flower arranger, 

providing excellent foliage 

material which is long lasting and 

can be used in foam and vase 

arrangements. 

Pittosporum ‘Garnettii’ is a large 

bushy shrub with greyish green 

leaves that have wavy, creamy 

edges. 
Pittosporum tenufolium can 

develop into a small tree. It is 

erect and fast growing when 

young but spreads and is slower 

growing with age. The leaves are 

mid-green in colour. There are 

several varieties; 
• ‘Limelight’ has lime green 

leaves which are less wavy 
• ‘Irene Patterson’ has white 

leaves which are mottled and 

speckled between the veins 
• ‘Tom Thumb’ forms a low 

bush (1m/3’ high) and the 

foliage is bronze-purple 

All these varieties are great for 

adding to hand tied bouquets 

especially complimenting spring 

and summer flowers. Small 

pieces can be easily wired. 

Pittosporum tobira grows into a 

large shrub or small tree and it 

has longer leaves than 

P. tenufolium. They are deep 

green on the top and paler 

beneath. This larger species is 

ideal for large pedestal 

arrangements. 
‘Variegatum’ leaves have white 

margins. 
Pittosporum gets its name from 

Ancient Greek where the sticky 

resin coating the Pittosporum 

seeds is known as ‘pitch-seed’. 
Lesley Worboys 
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Edith Cavell 
Edith Cavell was a British nurse 

in charge of a hospital in 

Belgium during the First World 

War. She saved the lives of 

soldiers from both sides and 

helped Allied soldiers escape 

from German-occupied Belgium 

during the First World War, for 

which she was arrested. 
Her strong Christian beliefs led 

her to help all those who needed 

it. She said, "I can’t stop while 

there are lives to be saved." 
Despite international pleas for 

mercy, she was shot by a 

German firing squad. The night 

before her execution, she told 

the Revd Gahan, the Anglican 

chaplain who gave her Holy 

Communion, "Patriotism is not 

enough. I must have no hatred 

or bitterness towards anyone." 
In the Anglican Church, 

12th October is her com-
memoration day. This year 

Nurse Cavell is featured on 

a special £5 coin to mark 

the centenary of the war. 

Proper Poorly 

In the Middle Ages certain saints 

were associated with particular 

ailments, and became known as 

patron saints for people suffering 

from those illnesses. Can you 

suggest who you might have 

asked to pray for you...  

 
 

Answers on page. 23 
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Doctor, Doctor  
I feel like I’m biscuits! 

You mean the square ones? 
Yes! 

The ones you put 

butter on? 
Yes! 

Oh, you're 

crackers! 

If you had toothache? 

Dentista Apollonia Peter 

If you had a migraine? 

Aspren Aspirin Anthony 

If you had a sore throat? 

Blaise Flannel Godelina 

If you had sore knees? 

Neale Gangulphus Sebaldus 

Worst of all, if you got the 
plague… 

Agricola Adrian Quirinius 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 

471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 

Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 
 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


